HTLV-I and HTLV-II infections in volunteer blood donors and high-risk groups in Lebanon.
A serosurvey for Human T-cell Lymphotropic virus type 1 (HTLV-I)/HTLV-II was conducted in 1,900 blood donors, 120 pregnant women and 436 high-risk group patients in Beirut, Lebanon. One of the 1,900 blood donors was anti-HTLV-I/II-seroreactive on screening by enzyme immunoassay (EIA) but was indeterminate by Western blot and negative by polymerase chain reaction. None of the other 556 subjects studied was seroreactive by EIA. The credibility of the zero prevalence of HTLV-I/II infection among the Lebanese blood donors is supported by the absence of seroreactivity of antibodies in the multiply transfused patients. It seems therefore that the prevalence of HTLV-I/II appears to be less than 1 in 2,456 in the Lebanese population and hence, HTLV-I/II infection does not appear to require routine screening in Lebanon.